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Bet Havarim Announces 2007 High Holy Day Services

Rabbi Waxman to Lead Services

By Mel Shindler
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Returning to conduct Bet Havarim’s 2007 High Holy Day Services will be Rabbi Deborah Waxman. In announcing the High Holy Day Service schedules Toni Meltzer, Chair of Bet Havarim’s High Holy Day Committee, said, “We are greatly pleased to be able to announce the return of Rabbi Deborah Waxman to Bet Havarim where she will be conducting Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur Services for the 5th consecutive year!”
Bet Havarim’s High Holy Day services are conducted in the sanctuary of St.David’s Church located on Jamar Drive in Dewitt and are open to the community.
“In 2003 as we announced our 1st High Holy Day Services I said that I was thrilled and excited to be able to secure such an outstanding Rabbi to join us and as we prepare for our 5th High Holy Day Services I can honestly say that my feelings have not changed,” said Meltzer.  She added, “Bet Havarim’s services are traditional in order of the prayers but each year Rabbi Waxman has created new, alternative prayers and meditations that have brought to so many in our congregation and in our community a greater level of  spirituality.”
Currently serving as Vice President for Governance at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in Wyncote, PA.  Rabbi Waxman, a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Columbia University, has a Master of Arts Degree in Hebrew Letters and subsequently received her ordination from the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in 1999.  She is currently completing her Doctoral studies in American Jewish History at Temple University, specializing in the emergence of the Reconstructionist Movement.  Rabbi Waxman has served as Spiritual Leader of Congregation B’nai Vail in Vail, Colorado.

Erev Rosh Hashanah services will be observed on Wednesday evening, September 12th, beginning at 7:30 PM in the sanctuary. 
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Morning services on Rosh Hashanah will begin at 9:30 AM and will include an interactive Shofar Service. “We will be joining together as we explore the central Rosh Hashanah themes: ‘Malkhuyot’, ‘Zikhronot’ and ‘Shofarot”, said Rabbi Waxman, adding, “ Malkhuyot means, literally, ‘kingships or majesties, an exploration of the vastness of Creation, Zikhronot-- literally, remembrances, an inquiry into the ways that God ‘remembers’ us, that the Divine is present in our lives and Shofarot—literally,shofars, an examination of what happens when we hear the ‘Shofar’ call and take the wake-up call seriously.
Rosh Hashanah afternoon TASHLICH and DISCUSSION will be held at the home of Toni and Jeff Meltzer, 7807 Clearwater Circle in Manlius, beginning at 3:00PM. 

Tashlich the practice of casting one’s sins into the water will be followed by a study session/discussion, led by Rabbi Waxman. The subject will be  Vayehi binso’a ha’aron, focusing on teachings and stories on the significance of the Ark that holds the Torah.  To reach Clearwater Circle follow Route 173 (W.Seneca St.) just west of the Manlius Village Center to Brickyard Falls Road. Clearwater Circle intersects with Brickyard Falls Road.
Kol Nidre service on Erev Yom Kippur will begin at 7:30 PM on Friday evening, September 21st.

Yom Kippur morning services begin at 9:30 AM on Saturday, September 22nd and the Memorial Service will be conducted at 12:00 Noon.  Rabbi Waxman will lead a study session/discussion on Yom Kippur afternoon in the social hall of St.David’s beginning at 5:00 PM.  Rabbi Waxman’s topic for the afternoon discussion will be “Forgiving Others, Forgiving Ourselves.”  Concluding Services on Yom Kippur will begin at 6:30 PM in the sanctuary and will be followed by a “break-the-fast” reception in the social hall hosted by members of Bet Havarim’s High Holy Day Committee.
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Bet Havarim’s annual food pantry collection will be conducted on Erev Yom Kippur and on Yom Kippur. Proceeds and foods donated are given to the Food Pantry of the Syracuse Jewish Family Service. 

Bet Havarim’s High Holy Day services are conducted in the sanctuary of St. David’s Church located on Jamar Drive in Dewitt. From the intersection of East Genesee Street and Jamar Drive (across from Wegman’s) proceed south on Jamar Drive.  St.David’s is located at the end of Jamar Drive. Off street parking is available and the building is handicapped accessible.
For information on services visit Bet Havarim’s website at www.bethavarimsyr.org, or email info@bethavarim.org or phone Marty Morganstein at 637-3590 or Mel Shindler at 478-6856.
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